Before leaving London, I had come to know about the current Turin Shroud Exhibition. The Sadr 
[President] asked if 1 wished to see it and 1 readily agreed. The Sadr spoke to the Church officials 
who were happy to arrange for me to visit. On the way to Switzerland, my cavalcade stopped at Turin. 
1 believe this arrangement was through God. Mir Mahmood had informed me beforehand about this 
exhibition and had suggested to send a scholar to view it so that he could be witness to it. However, 
God facilitated me to view the exhibition myself. Upon reaching the exhibition I was greeted by the 
director of the exhibition and we went in through a special entrance. Although photography is not 
allowed but when 1 asked they allowed photographs to be taken without the use of flash. Initially 
images of the shroud were shown on a large screen with explanation about all the various images. It 
was also explained that the location of the shroud can be traced back to the fourteenth century but 
some facts also point to where the shroud was kept dating back to the fifth century. The exact 
measurements of the cloth of the shroud were given and the director of the exhibition said that the 
image on the shroud is that of a very pious person and on deliberation we find that it is the image of 
Jesus (on whom be peace). The first ever photograph taken of the shroud was by Seconda Pia in 1898 
in which a positive image could be seen through the negative. 

Next the director took me to the Church where the relic is exhibited [on the alter] in a large glass case 
which is filled with certain gases to conserve the cloth. The public viewing was discontinued while 
my entourage viewed the glass case from the nearest aisle and some photographs were taken. Had we 
sent someone else to view the shroud they may not have had such a chance to observe. The exhibition 
brochure read that the pollens found on the shroud indicate that the cloth originates from Palestine and 
the Middle East and that it is the burial cloth of Jesus (on whom be peace). 

Prior to 1898 when its photograph was taken the cloth was considered sacred, but after the 
photographic image it was considered the burial cloth of Jesus (on whom be peace). The Promised 
Messiah (on whom be peace) wrote his book Jesus in India in 1899 in which he cites Jesus escaping 
death on the Cross and gives a detailed account. Up till that time perhaps nothing was available about 
the burial cloth in English language therefore the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) has not 
mentioned it. However it was during his lifetime that God had facilitated further evidence about Jesus 
(on whom be peace) escaping death on the Cross. 

Next the director took me to the Cathedral and onto the library. In the library I was introduced to their 
resident expert on Islamic knowledge. I was greeted most courteously and conversation ensued. 1 told 
them the visit was spontaneously planned when I came to know of the exhibition. 1 told them that we 
definitely consider this cloth to belong to Jesus (on whom be peace), however, our viewpoint differs 
to theirs in that we believe when the Jews wanted to crucify Jesus (on whom be peace) God saved him 
and the founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community has proved that Jesus (on whom be peace) 
survived the Cross and this cloth is not a testimony of his death rather it is a testimony of his staying 
alive, escaping death on the Cross, therefore it is a blessed cloth. 1 was asked if 1 too considered that 
Jesus (on whom be peace) had passed away in Kashmir. 1 explained that it was indeed the Promised 
Messiah (on whom be peace) who had proved this. 1 told them I considered it my good fortune that I 
could see the burial cloth. They mentioned the suffering of Jesus (on whom be peace) and I told them 
that Prophets of God endure much hardship, in this age the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) 
too endured suffering. They enquired about the Community and wanted to know why we maintained 
connections with other religions and believed in dialogue. 1 explained that we believe there is no 
compulsion in religion, God has sent His teaching and it is our task to take its message to others. 
Besides, in light of human values we respect people of all religions and communicate with them. 



The current exhibition has taken place after 10 years and God had connected my trip to it. The Pope is 
visiting the exhibition on 2 nd May but God enabled me to see it beforehand. During conversation 1 
mentioned that the Christian world is progressing in worldly terms and this is due to the suffering of 
Jesus (on whom be peace) and due to God’s promises and that it was my prayer that may they 
understand the real message of Jesus (on whom be peace) and spread it. During his visit of the library 
1 offered if they would accept the 5 volume translation and commentary of the Quran in English as 
well as a detailed Arabic translation done by Abdul Momin Tahir for the library and they replied in 
the affirmative. Thus we had the opportunity to introduce Islam and the Community during this 
educational visit. He pray that may the Christian world accept that the Turin Shroud is in fact a proof 
of a miraculous sign of Jesus (on whom be peace) escaping death on the Cross. 

In Rabwah research is being carried out under the supervision of Mir Mahmood on the ointment used 
by Jesus (on whom be peace) at the time of crucifixion. The research has proved that its usage under 
certain temperature and conditions can produce images on cloth, they experimented this on a boy. 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV (may Allah have mercy on him) had said that chemical reactions also 
cause images to occur on cloth. 

A Christian scholar Norma Weller had written most favourably about the research of Mir Mahmood’s 
team. God, in order to prove the truth of Islam makes Christians articulate matters which support our 
beliefs. The research is being carried out to furnish further facts to the world, as for our belief, it is 
definite that Jesus died a natural death. Currently there is yet another drive to disqualify the burial 
cloth as fake because the images on it prove that Jesus (on whom be peace) was alive and that is not 
acceptable to the Christian world. In fact now Muslims too have put a restriction on viewing the grave 
of Hazrat Isa (on whom be peace) in Kashmir, perhaps a link in a wider conspiracy. If only the 
Muslims would prove the superiority of Islam through what is in their hands. 

About his book Jesus in India the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) said that he would prove in 
the book that neither did Jesus (on whom be peace) die on the Cross, nor was he raised bodily to the 
heavens. In fact, he reached the old age of 120 years and passed away in Sri Nagar, India. He first 
proves this through Biblical proofs, then with reference to Quran and Hadith, then medical 
testimonies regarding the properties of the ointment and finally through historical testimonies. He said 
that it is not possible that any person, regardless of his belief, who read the book from cover to cover, 
would not be inclined to reject the concept of Jesus' (on whom be peace) [bodily] ascension to the 
heavens as idle and false. 


Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad - Khalifatul Masih V. Friday Sermon 30 th April 2010. 



